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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cecil Manufacturing Co. Mill site is on the west bank
of the Little Elk Creek. 1In 1794, ten acres of land was purchased to
build a woolen mill upon.r The stone factory that they built was four
stories in height, 65 feet by 57 feet with an attached machine shop 56
feet by twenty feet, It was used to manufacture woolen cloth. The
machinery used in the mill is supposed to have been shipped from Europe.
Included within these are spinning and carding machines.

A fire in 1853 destroyed the mill and it was never rebuilt, the
mill was standing in 1881 when Joh wrote his History of Cecil Co.

“Today, only a mill race and a group of mounds remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cecil Manufacturing Company was the first organized
company for the manufacture of woolen goods in the state of Maryland.
In 1805 the company hired John Wilson from Yorkshire, England to run the
mill. This company manufactured a considerable amount of good and it
is said presented ex-President Jefferson with cloth sufficient to make
him a suit of clothes, which he wore when being inaugerated.

In Albert Gallatin's 1810 report, the mill was described as

having capital of $16,000.00, twenty employees, and an annual output of
-~ 8,000 yerds of material.

By 1828, business was slack and Robert Carter purchased the
mill and operated a paper works here until 1853.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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